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PART V T "

 Crops - - e

Majer Crops - ' . g : L

" Farming in Iincoln County is speclalized, being preiominantly dependent

on’ two crops: wheabt and barley, Almost all the cropland is in these cash

" grain crops, Wheat is dominant, being harvested from 278,200 acres in 1958,
In 195h at the Yime of the U, S5 Census, wheat was cut from 287,000 acres which
represented over 75 percent of the harvested-cropland, The second major crop
has been bariey in the last few years. total of ThL,506 acres of varley for
graln was harvested during 195, This represented nearly 18 percent of the
harvested cropiand, A total of 122,200 acres of barley was harvested in 1958.
Alfalfa has been the third major crop in the county, Oats usuvally are fourth
in importance, A sizable amount of wild hay and grain hay iz harvested each
year, Minor crops are rye, timothy and clecver grown as a mixture for hay and
dry field and seed peas,

i

otal Acres of Land Harvested, 195k

421,51k Acres

L3
Lincoln County, 1954 .

Tcbal Cropland in Leading Crops
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Lincoln County, Washingion

Crop Trends

The crop history of a region reflébts economic changes ocecurring within
it, Both hay and grain crops have had rising trends since 1939, Increase in
grain acreage was much greater than that of hay, In 195L, wheat, barley, -

ax ed from »7i0 acyres or 80,7 percent of -the .
cropland, As cropland was expanded, more wheat, barley, alfalfa and ocats were

. -planted. Since 1954 the composition of. the créps of the county has ‘changed

. markedly because of the Federal Acreage Allotvment Program. Wheat acreage has

B ,,{Whgat.‘ Fé::m'ing o

-:goné down and barley, oats, rye and alfalfa have been substituted on.land, taken

wout-of wheat, Better hay crops, particularly :alfalfa, have also becomd more .
.-~ important in recent years, being assoclated with increased livestock farming, '

Sy

' L Lin::oln"Ceunty is 'hhe -second_}..fnost;_importan’b whedt prbducing_, county . in
. »Washington and also ranked second in the United Statés in 1954, Throughout
: - dHe county's history the most important erop has been whest. Grown on the. dry-

- ‘lands of the Big Bend region, it was the first importdnt commercial crop grown!

by the ploneer fermers. The summer-fallow, dry-farming system is widely used
in wheat growing, Some 895 farms reported 392,000 acres of cultivated summer
fallow during 1954, Most of this was used in wheat farming. Winter wheat is .
sown in the fall to talke advaniage of winter moisture and protsctive snow
cover. Heavier and morve reliable yields are obtained through %his system,

Table 17,- Wheat and Barley: Acreage, Yield and Produciion
Lincoln County, 1939-1958

All Wheat - , ~~ Barley
Year { Acreage ligld Froduction | Acréage | Yieid Production
(acres) é:‘;szgg} | (btushels) | (acres) ;:gsgzig ) (bushels)
1939 ( 330,000 [ 21,0 - | 6,921,000{ 3,280| 27.5 90,300
1940 | 350,000 | 17:0. | 6,120,000 | 11;h00| 20,0 < | 227,900
19L1 | 350,000 | 26,5 | 9,268,300 [ 11,500 |'.-3k0 391,000
192 | 279,000 | 33,7 | 9,394,800 | 37,000 L0.0 1,479,500
1943 | 329,600 29.0 9,568,000 | 23,500 | .-36.0 846,000
194k 1 373,700 |  27,0° . | 10,076,000 { 105200 | ~ 38,5 : 392,600
1945 | k10,800 28.3 13,621,200 | 6,300 36,0 | 219,600
1946 | 20,000 | - 32,5 | 13,648,200.]° 33100} 39,0 120,900
1947 | 407,000 1 26,1 | 10,622,000 |- 2,600 27,5 71,500
1948 | 400,000 { 25,3 12,998,000 | 2,600 ] 30,0 78,000
1949 | Loo,000| 25,3  [10,102,000 |- 2,240 22,0 19,300
- 19501 370,000( 33,5 * | 12,396,000 295000} . 35,0 1,015,000
1951 | 420,000 | 29,2 “|12,271,0001 4h,000] 32,5 - 130,000
1952 | 427,000 27.6 11,80k,200 | - 3,000{ 36,5 - 109,500
1953 | he2,200| 33,4 - | 1h,J00,500 1 1,800 | - 10,0 192,000
195L | 316,200 33.k4 10,551,700 | - 76,000 | L1.0 3,116,000
1956 | 26k,000 ] 29,6 8,41,,800 | 111,600 33,8 | 3,730,000 .
1957 | 258,500} . 42,7 | 11,042,700} 139,800 | 47.0 6,570,600
1958 | 278,200 h2.1 11,717,500 | 122,200 | " 33,2 1,056,700

Source: :U.8,D.A,, AMS, Apric) Estimatés Division .
State of Washington
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Table 18,- Spring Wheat and Winter Wheat
Lincoln County, 1939-1958

b 2 b gt il -
- e

Spring wheat . Winter WHjat
Yield Yield

Year! Acreage Produculon Acreage Proalction

(acrei) (bushels “(bushéls ) (acreg) (bushels (bushels)

per acre) . ner acrel4__ _

1939 | 192,000 | 18,9 3,633,000 | 138,000 | 23,8 3,288,000
19h0| 327,000 | 16.6 5, h27 000 | 33,000 | 21.0° 593,000
1941| 105,000 | 21,0 2 205,000 245,000 | 28,8 7,063,100
1942 65,000 [ 31,6 2,082,500 | 213,000 | 3k.3 | 7,312,300
19431 213,600 | 27,1 5,795,000 | 116,000 | 32,5 | 3,773,000
19Lh | 215,800 23.9 . 5,186 100 56 900 | 31e2 h,889,9oo
1945 185,000 25,0 u,ézs,ooo 225,800 310 5,996,200
19461 31,600 | 26,3 831,000 | 388,400 | .33.0 12,817,200
19h7| 203,000 | 2kL.3 2,505,000 | 304,000 | 26,7 8,117,000
1948| 30,000 | 25.0 750,000 | 370,000 { 30,k 12,248,000
1947 15,000 19,0 285,000 | 385,000 { -25.5 9,817,000
1950 | L1,000 | 25,5 1,045,500 | 329,000 |  3L.5 1,135,50C
1951 | L7,000; 23,0 1,081,000 | 373,000 | 28,8  |11,190,000
1952 38 000 | 24,0 912,000 989,000 - 28,0 10,592,200
1953 126 800 28.5 3,613,800 | 295,400 | 35,5 10,486,700
195k | 36,200 | 28,5 1,031,700 280,000 e 9,520,000
1955| 7,200 21,0 151,200 | 272,000 | 30,0 8,1603000
1956 115 700 | 32.0 3,702,400 | 168,300 | ~ 28,0 14,712,400
1957 11,200 3605 408,800 2&7,300 13,0 10,633,%00
19581 11,400 | 2145 245,100 | 266,800 43,0 11,172,100

Source: U.S.Dele; AMS, Agric, Estlmates Dlvisloﬁ
State of Washingto

In 1954 almost 75 percent of the cropland was devoted to wheat, most of
which was fall seeded, According to 1958 estimates of the Washington Crop and
Livestock Reporting Service, a total of 278,200 acres yilelded 11,717,500
bushels, or 12,1 bushels per acre, Only 12,400 acres wae soring pla ntedo
Production since 1939 has ranged from a low of 6,120,000 bushels in 1940 to a
high of 14,100,500 bushels in 1953, Variations in climatic conditions and feore
- tillzation practices have resulted in yieids varying from a loy of 17 bushels
per acre in 1940 to a.peak of 42,1 tushels per acre in 1958. Wheat yleld has
" gveraged over 30 bushels per acre in recent years. Sharp acreage declines
occurred in 1954 and.1955 as a result of the Federal Acreage Allotrent programs

: While koth spring and winter wheat are planted, vintér wheat is generally
.preferred, Since 1945 acreage planted to winter wheat has been much greater

, ‘than spring wheat on the average. In most years fall moisture is favorable

- for. germination and there 1s sufficlent snow cover to insure against winler-
ki1l from extreme cold temperatures. When winter wheat is damaged by wintere
kill it is usually reseeded to spring wheat,

Lincoln County farmers have experimented with many varieties to get higher
yields., In 1956 common-white wheat and.white-club wheat shared almost equally
nine~tenths of the crop. Idaed and Marfed were the most popular common-white
wheat varieties.- Elmar and Elgin were the leading white-club varieties,
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Elmar accounted for one<third of:the wheat ctop in Lincoln County in 1956,
The county also produces considerablé hard-red winter wheat of the Turkey and
. Rio varisties, These are grown on.the drylands receiving less than' 16 inches
" of ‘annual rainfall-and accounted for one-tenth of the crop in 1956,

Table 19,- Varieties of Wheet Grcun -
"~ in Lincoln County, 1956

Classes and-Varieties = | Production | Percens of .

_ of Wheat s | (bushels) {7otal Crop
Idaed-----—-‘--_.-7-;’-‘-1~7-:-—‘=--V---.:;-,.-" 1,5719000 1807 K
Marfed—-f-——-—--'-_-ﬁ'*?‘-."—j-:-?:""*- 1, 2033000 lhr«.:
Baart-:"""' —'—'-'———'-:-'-'—V—o-u-'é-c——-\‘a‘.u- ) ?hSQ OOO ) 809

" Major-Bluestemmem~rmmimmanna 170,600 | 2,0
Brevor-mmmm-=mmmmemmmceems | 111,100 | 1o3
Goldenmmmmamemmmn e 8,600 | - .1
_Federation—--'-f-——4—*ﬁ—~f&é~. 1,600 ) Tro

- Burtesmmememc s ecing | 1,000 . Tr,
White-Club Wheats ~ . i - o

" EImaran-eemeeemmecm sl e [ 2,782,000 31

CElginmmeenans i i aian s | OLB.000 1 11,3
H‘ymar—----—---—-i-f-"-_—--_.i.-v--.-ff' ! 175200 N 03 .
e e 8,700 Tr,

Hard.Red Winter Wheatg =~ - S

TUPey & RiOsminmommnimiin | 835,800 | © © 9,9
Hard-Rsd Spring Wbeaté SUETC

‘ lieniymmmmmmmemamiamcomaaiol 8,000 ol

- Source: UuS.DiA,;:AMS, Agrie, Bstimates
: - Divigion, State of ' Washington. -

b Barley, dats and Other Small7Grains

. Barley is the second leading crop of Iincoln County and production is
_second among Washington counties. - Acreage ‘increased during World War IT with
~.a peak of 37,000 acres. in 1942, ' From this it declined Yo a low of 2,240 acres
~in 1949, A small shift from wheat to barley oceurred in 1950 with 29,000 acres
being planted to barley., The Federal Aoreage Allotment program on wheat caused
- 8 shift to-barley, increasing its importance since 1%L, By 1958 a new high of
..122,200 acres of barley was harvesied. . Most of the barley crop is sold from
~.the farms where it 1s grown,. Yields are géod with the average above 35 bushels
Per acre in most. years, -The*lew yield was 20 bushels per acre in 1940 and the
peak was /1 tushels per-acre in 195k, " Most’ barley is grown under the summerw
fallow, fall-seeded system, - "% . . - R '

.+ Lincoln County ranks eighth-in~s%ate-oat‘pfbdubtion;'iOats'have followed
- an.acreage trend similar to that of barléy,.:.A pealc acreage was reached in 1942
- With 15,600 acres. Oats then weht down-to 2;040 acres in 1948, but have been
on an upward trend Ssince 1951, “Cats are-a popular feed grain and only a little
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cver half the erop is generally sold, Yislds ars fair with a low of 26ﬂbushels
per acre in 1940 and a high of 50 bushels per dere-in 1943, g

Rye is a minor grain crop. There has been a Yecent uptirn in ryéjajcreage°
In 1955 there were 1,200 acres of rye harvested, Aboubt twe~thirds of the rye
crop is sold,

Takle 20, Oats and Rye: Acreags, Yield aid Production
- Lincoiln County, 1939-1956

R e e oot L e et
Oats (for grain) Rve (for grain)
Year | Acreage (bgigigs Production | Acreage ‘(biéiigs Produciion
(acres) ﬁer acre) " (bushels) | (acres) per acra) V(bushela) '
1939 | 3,390 | 33.5° 113,600 30 | 1.2 1 3,700
1941 | 7,200 38,0 273,600 | 770 14,9 11,500
1942 | 15,600 49,5 772,200 960 20.0 19,200
1943 | 13,000 50,0 - 650,000 8o | 11,0 0,200 .
Lohk | 5,300 .| hL,O 233,200 o '| 15,7 6,900 °
1945 | 3,100 39,0 i 120,900 L2o |- 15,5 ° 6,500
1946 | 2,400 48,0 115,200 210 13,8 2,900.
19471 2,300 | 37,0 - 85,100 1300 | 12,0 3,600
948 | 2.0h0 34.0 69, 360- 470 | 151 75100
1949 | 2,500 33.0 82,500 |. 220 1,6 3,220 .
1950 | 9,300 16,0 427,800 | . 700 15,7 11,000
1951 |- 4,100 L9.0 201,000 560 9.1 5,100
1952 | L,900 148.0 235,200 ' 180 | 7.8 1,350
1953 | 6,300 45,0 263,500 220 .5 3,200
1954 | 9,500 L3,0 108,500 | 1,160 12.5 13,700
1955 1 8,500 37,0 314,500 | 1,200 | - 8,0 9,600
1956 | L,200 35.0 147,000 | 1,100 15,0 16,500

Sourceé U.S.D.A., AMS, Agric, Estimates Divm,
State of Washington )

Alfalfs, Other Hay and Silage

More local feed crops are being grown as a result of increases in beef
cattle, Alfalfa in recent years has beecome the third major crop in Lincoln
County, . In 1954, alfalfa ranked third with only 2.5 percent of the harvested
cropland, or 11,000 acres, Acreage has expanded as new and-better varietics
of alfalfa were introduced, increasing from a low of 2,900 in 1939 to a peak
of 12,900 acres in 1955, Alfalfa acreage deubled betwesn 1952 and 1955, A
total of 377 farms cut alfalfa for hay in 195 with production totaling 22,000
tons, Hay sales are a minor source of income, Only 2,500 tons of slfalfa were

sold frem a total of 59 farms during 195k,

Clover and timothy grown-as a mixture for hay is a minor feed crop. With
a.low of 700 acres in 1939, clover and vimothy acreage increaséd to a high of
about 1,200 acres im 1953, By 1955, this had declined again to 960 acres.

In 1954 there were 37 farms growing timothy and clover, Le@s than one-terth
of the crop was sold, : ' '
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Small prains cut for hay have been dsclining., In 1949 there were 9,800
acres of grain kay but by 195k this had fallen {05,600 acras, 4 total of 322
farms in 195k reported cutting small grains for hay, The acreage decline is
related to.an increasing preference for aifalfa and-other. silage arops and to

. the iype of season, .

Wild hay was cut on 3,360 acres on 83 farms in 1S5} which wes an inorease
of 700 acres over 1949.  Ailmost-all wild hay is consumed on the 2ams whevs it
is grown., In addition to this, abeut 1,800 acres of other hay {gressss, sweet
clover) weve cut in 195k, This was aboub 5 percent of the harvesied croplands

Silage is a newer practice in Lincoln County, : During 1954, 10 farms cub -
alfalfa, grasses, clover or small grains on:330 acres for grass silege, Be-
causo of the difficulty of harvesting hay in good condition, silage cutiing
and storing has been adopted by more farms in recent yesrs, .

Table 21,. Clovéf-Timothy'Héy“and Alfalfa Hay
' . Acreage, Yield: and*Production -
Lincoln County,-1939-1955

",

Ciover and Timoohy Hay . . .1 — Alfaifa fav
Yield . . Y1610 | on e
o ame ' Production | Acreage | - Froduction
fear %Effi%ﬁ (bons - (tons) - {écreg) (boms ™" (¢oney
\eLICS | pepr acre) | - SR per acrs) _
192391 700 2.0 1,500 12,900 | - 1,6 o L6000
1040 . 6Lo 1.5 1,000 1 3,500 1,9 £,700 .
1941 6L0 2.0 1,300 h,hoo 1,8 7,900
19}.!2 : 730 2’0 3 7 1’ 650 h, 600 1 o C 783 200 .
1943 ] 8co 2.1 .-1,650 | 5,200 2. 12,500 .
bk . 770 2.1 - 1,630 | k,500 1.6 75200 -
19hs [+ 830 2.0 1,680 | L koo 1.8 8,000
19L6 |, 1850 2.1 1,760 | L,500° 1.9 8,700
-1L947 | 980 221 ] 2,080 ] 3,500 | 1,7 6,100
1943 §90 2.3 | - 2,270 : |"k,200 2.0 8,200
19491 1,000 2.8 1,810 5,600 1.6 9,000
19501 1,000 1,0 1,000 5,400 | 1.k 7,600
19531 900 1 2.2 1,950 6,300 | 1.7 10,900
19521 1,000 1 2.0 | 2,000 | 6,h00 2,0 - | 12,800
19531 5180 7 ¢ 2.0 _ 2,400 8,100 | 2,1 16,700
CUAL9sh Y 980 | 2. T 2,330 11,000 2.0 22,000
IS 980 | 1. 1,300 112,900 ; 1.k 18,000
‘ . Scarce:. U.5.,Dee, AMS; Agric, Estimates Division -
R : State .of Washingion ' :

... Frnit Farming.

:i‘ and peays in northeasiern Lincoln County, In 1900 fruit trees of bearing a

I
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There has been a declining interest in fruit 1 . neol
. The. period. of 1930~1910 was one of .experimentation in apples, plums, p

were.al their peak, The depression-years, together with climatic hendicaps,
made fruit farming so unprofitable in Lincoln County that orchand arandonnsad
became almost complete, By 195L there were only a few Local home use orchards
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and bearing trees in orchards of 20 trees or more numbered lees than one thou-
sand for the entire area, Some orchard land in the Peach district of northern
Lincoln County was flooded by Grand Coulee Dam reserveir,

Table 22,~ Bearing Fruit Trees
Iincoln County, 18501954

.

Y - Numbera of Bearing Treer . -
€ar  "Kppies | Apricobs | Ghersies | Peaches | Pears.| Prines & TIoms
1890 | 2,L5z 22 333 |- 1561 296 | "Th3
1920 84y 02 | 1,563 7,278 .| 15,190 { 12,293 10,152
1920 5i,737 181 L,L89 | 22,03t} 7,860  4.132
1930 15,436 | . las 831 3,857 { L6k 1,000
1540 302 28 | ¢ 2k 17 - 58 22
1959 1,009 105 223 " 58 23 129
1954 1/ 3Lk 71 hery 27| 7k

1/ 1954 figures ave for trees in orchards of 20 trees or more,

Sources: Washington Tree Fruits, Washington Crop and
Livestock Reporting Service, USDA and
Washington State Dept, of Agric., Cooperating, 1952,
U, S, Census of Agriculture,

Vegetables

Lincoln County is not self-sufficient in vegetable production. Only three
farms were growing vegetables for sale in 195L although over 500 of the county's
farms grew vegetables for hcme use. Minor acreages of sweet corn, dry onions,
tomatoes, carrots and snap beans are grown in Kkitchen gardens,

The amount of potatoes grown in the county for home use and sale has been
inereasing in recemt years, There were 50 acres of potatoes harvested on over
250 farms during 195h, Production totaled 4,7C0 bags, In 1949 only 17 acres
and 1,500 bags were harvested,



